[bookmark: _GoBack]Recently, I was talking to a new customer and helping them to map out a plan of attack for their load testing project.  They really wanted to know what they should do in order to make sure that I’m productive when I arrive on-site.  I was surprised and impressed because it’s rare that a customer thinks about how they can help me help them.  This said to me that they’re serious about solving their problems.  My answer to them was to spend some time dropping custom performance counters into their app in some strategic locations.  They hemmed and hawed a bit on this request because getting it done was going to require getting a handful of teams to coordinate.  We discussed the performance counters topic for a few minutes and, eventually someone asked, “If we don’t add in performance counters, are we wasting our time?”  My answer was yes.  In this article, I’ll discuss why that’s the case and how you can quickly plug custom performance counters in to your app to super-charge your load testing and performance tuning efforts.  

